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The project 'Schools Beyond Regions and Borders (2021-2023)' stems from the collective effort of educators and
students from different professional, cultural and linguistic backgrounds and aims at developing conscious civic
and citizenship competence among secondary school students to encourage them to become active
change‑makers in their communities and wider society. It also aims at promoting a sense of belonging to the
European community among young people, involving them in the building of a better, more inclusive and
imaginative Europe of tomorrow. The project was launched in February 2021 with the support of Regione
Trentino-Alto Adige/Südtirol, the University of Trento, Fondazione Bruno Kessler, and other partners. The first
project phase saw the participation of schools based in Austria, Germany and Italy. Over the lifetime of the project,
other countries will gradually join, including Ireland, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Spain and France, for a total of seven
nations.

General project aim.
The general project aim is to promote interaction and mutual understanding among European students and
teachers by exchanging knowledge and best practices in education for active citizenship. This aim is achieved
through year-long teaching modules based on one or more thematic areas which are explored in monthly online
seminars held in English by university teachers, alongside interactive classroom activities. The average age of
students participating in the project is 16-17.

Specific project aims. The specific objectives of the project are as follows:
develop materials in the field of civic education and share these materials with secondary school teachers all
over Europe
allow students to acquire basic knowledge of the EU from a historical, legal and political point of view
facilitate interaction among students from different backgrounds and countries to promote a sense of
belonging to the EU
encourage respect for minorities
give students the opportunity to carry out a substantial piece of work which addresses current and future
issues, so as to gain deeper understanding of chosen topics
pool responsibilities and skills through a multicultural and multilingual learning perspective
improve foreign-language skills, in particular English, German and Italian, through interactive work and the
creation of multilingual classroom resources.
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Approaches to citizenship education shared by partner schools

Overall approach: a comparative method with a European slant is preferred, allowing problems to be
approached from different angles and at different methodological levels.

Teaching: a multiple approach is preferred, alternating learning activities at various levels. On an academic level,
each semester a different umbrella topic is identified, which as a rule is divided into several themes. These are the
object of online seminars delivered in plain English by academics who are experts in the field. At classroom level,
the students and their contact teachers attend the online seminars and choose one of the themes for more in-
depth, autonomous learning in class. The time devoted to this hands-on class work may vary between three to
five or more periods, depending on the school curriculum. Multilingual interaction and collaborative work among
students from different schools through purposeful use of digital technologies is encouraged. During this stage,
under the supervision of their contact teachers, students produce a number of learning resources that are later
shared on the project website for future use by other schools.

Communication: English has been chosen as the preferred language for internal and external communication.
On the other hand, as content is created and uploaded onto the dedicated website, it will be made available in
English, Italian and German.
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Feb-Jul 2021: The history of the EU, The institutions and policies of the EU, The future of the EU, The issues of
minorities in the EU. Participating countries: Austria, Germany, Italy.
Nov 2021-Mar 2022: Struggles for independence and/or autonomy: 5 different case studies in European
history from the 19th century to the current day. Participating countries: Austria, Germany, Ireland, and Italy,
with Bosnia-Herzegovina as observer country.
Apr-Jul 2022: Five big challenges in the 2030 Agenda. Participating countries: Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Germany, Ireland, Italy.
Sep 2022-Jan 2023: Democracy and Constitutions. Participating countries: Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain.
Feb-Jul 2023: From the fall of the Berlin Wall to the war in Ukraine: 5 crucial milestones of European and world
history starting from 1989. Participating countries: Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, France, Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Spain

Project strands and participating countries (2021-2023)

Over the three years of the project, the following five thematic areas will be explored: 

The project is supported by: 


